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Institutional Advantages and Governance Effectiveness
of China’s Five-year Plans from the Perspective of Overseas Scholars

Wang Feng

Abstract: Guiding economic and social development with Five—year plans is an important approach of the
Communist Party of China in governing the country, and a key experience behind China’ s remarkable
achievements since 1949. Overseas scholars attach great importance to studying the institutional advantages and
governance effectiveness of the Five—year plan system. Through analyzing basic issues such as goals, main
content, and distinctive features of China’s Five—year plans, they have formed a fundamental understanding
that these plans highlight China’ s institutional strengths and possess strong governance effectiveness. This
provides the international community with a beneficial way and solid facts for correctly recognizing
Chinese—style modernization and its institutional advantages. The methods, perspectives, focuses, and
conclusions of overseas scholars’ research on China’ s Five—year plans offer us an “other’ s” viewpoint for
comprehensively understanding these institutional advantages and governance effectiveness, which is significant
for strengthening the “Four Confidences” and rallying mighty strength to build Chinese—style modernization.

Key words: The Communist Party of China; Five—year Plan; Institutional Advantage; Governance

Effectiveness
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